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Message from Dr Simon Kwok SBS, JP, 
Campaign Committee Chairman

The Community Chest has always prided itself in hosting memorable events that bring people 
together from all walks of life. However, 2019/2020 has distinguished itself as one of the 
most difficult fund-raising years in the history of the Chest.

When setting this year’s fund-raising targets in the second quarter of 2019, we had already 
decided to take a prudent approach due to the global economic uncertainty of the Sino-US 
trade war. However, with the unfurling of unprecedented social incidents in Hong Kong 
beginning from June 2019, the Chest was forced to cancel Flag Day and the New Territories 
Walk for Millions - and postpone Swim for Millions - to protect the safety of our donors, 
volunteers and community supporters. Other fund-raising events also experienced drops 
in participation and donations across the board. To make matters worse, early 2020 was 
shrouded with worry and doubt as the coronavirus outbreak spread throughout the region, 
and eventually the globe.

Due to the combination of adverse challenges, we raised a total of HK$297 million during 
the campaign year, representing a decrease of 24% compared to the previous financial year. 
Despite the bleak outlook, every dark cloud has its silver lining. In this case, it came in the 
form of a bequest donation of HK$468 million from the late Mr Kam Sik Hung’s estate - the 
largest single donation in the Chest’s history.

Adversity brings out the best in the community, and Hong Kong is no exception. We remain 
extremely grateful to the entire governing team of the HKSAR Government, who donated a 
month’s combined salaries to combat the epidemic. The Chest also received a special donation 
from Bank of China (Hong Kong) that allowed us to distribute 50,000 care kits to the 
underprivileged and 90,000 hygiene products to the medical staff of the Hospital Authority; 
as well as generous donations from the public to support the Anti-NCP Rainbow Fund.

Through both good times and bad, the Chest remains committed to serving the people of 
Hong Kong, a core goal that has not changed for over five decades. Although every year 
presents a new set of challenges, I am confident the Chest will continue to persevere and 
thrive - reflecting the strength and generosity of the people of Hong Kong.


